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Supporting English learner students’ achievement

EDUCATOR’S PRACTICE GUIDE WHAT WORKS CLEARINGHOUSE™

* The latest What Works Clearinghouse EL-focused practice TR e oy

guide endorses academic vocabulary instruction for Literacy to English Learners in
Elementary and Middle School

cultivating ELs’ content knowledge and literacy skills.
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Presentation Notes
Supporting English learner students achievement requires understanding the similarities and differences that they have with their non-English learner peers. We then need to understand what we can do to especially foster their achievement, and one research-based we have doing that is fostering their vocabulary knowledge. In fact, vocabulary instruction is extremely well supported by research as a way of cultivating English learner students’ language and literacy skills￼￼, as attested by two practice guides from the Institute for Education Sciences’ What Works Clearinghouse. The WWC is the US federal government’s home for synthesizing what works for whom and under what conditions, and translating it for educators’ use in schools. As a side note, we encourage you to check out its resources beyond just those that are linked here. But as you can see, three vocabulary-related practices are support by strong evidence: READ.



Supporting English Learner Students’ Achievement

¢ Togethero the two 1 Teach a set of o 2 Integrate oral and o

recommendations academic vocabulary  ¢pong written English STRONG

words intensively EVIDENCE language instruction  EVIDENCE
supported by StI‘OIlg across several days into content-area
evidence emphasize s teaching.

. . . instructional activities.
integrating a variety of

academic vocabulary
instructional activities
into content area-
teaching.

Baker, S., Lesaux, N., Jayanthi, M., Dimino, J., Proctor, C. P., Morris, J., & Newman-Gonchar, R. (2014). Teaching Academic Content and Literacy to English Learners in Elementary and Middle School. IES Practice Guide. What Works
Clearinghouse. National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance (NCEE), Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education.

Institute of
Education Sciences


Presenter
Presentation Notes
And indeed, many vocabulary teaching techniques will work for students of any language background, but some are especially helpful for students whose home language is not English. This module and the rest of the tutorial modules are designed to present tools and techniques that can be used across content areas in instruction that is directed at a mix of students, some who are ELs and some who are not. Let’s take a moment to discuss why it’s worth foregrounding vocabulary for all students, and especially for English learners.


Implementation Steps for Two Key Recommendations

Recommendation 1
Teach a set of academic vocabulary words intensively

across several days using a variety of instructional
activities.

Choose a brief, engaging piece of informational text that
includes academic vocabulary as a platform for intensive
academic vocabulary instruction.

Choose a small set of academic vocabulary for in-depth
instruction.

Teach academic vocabulary in depth using multiple
modalities (writing, speaking, listening).

Teach word-learning strategies to help students
independently figure out the meaning of words.

Recommendation 2
Integrate oral and written English language instruction
into content-area teaching.

Strategically use instructional tools—such as short
videos, visuals, and graphic organizers—to anchor
instruction and help students make sense of content.

Explicitly teach the content-specific academic vocabulary,
as well as the general academic vocabulary that supports
it, during content-area instruction.

Provide daily opportunities for students to talk about
content in pairs or small groups.

Provide writing opportunities to extend student learning
and understanding of the content material.
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How to Teach Academic Words Intensively and Effectively?

Recommendation 1 @ Y

Teach a set of academic vocabulary words intensively You can watch a member O.f the What W01.rks
Clearinghouse Practice Guide panel describe

Recommendation 1 on YouTube. Find a

. _ , , _ clickable link on our Resources site!
Choose a brief, engaging piece of informational text that < 4

includes academic vocabulary as a platform for intensive
academic vocabulary instruction.

across several days using a variety of instructional
activities.

| _ Select text and target words
Choose a small set of academic vocabulary for in-depth

instruction.

Teach academic vocabulary in depth using multiple
modalities (writing, speaking, listening).

Provide in-depth, multimodal instruction

Teach word-learning strategies to help students

independently figure out the meaning of words. Teach word—learmng strategies
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WKpO8o9Dwo

How to Teach Academic Words Intensively and Effectively?

Recommendation 1
Teach a set of academic vocabulary words intensively

across several days using a variety of instructional
activities.

Choose a brief, engaging piece of informational text that
includes academic vocabulary as a platform for intensive

academic vocabulary instruction.
, _ Select text and target words
Choose a small set of academic vocabulary for in-depth

instruction.

Teach academic vocabulary in depth using multiple
modalities (writing, speaking, listening).

Provide in-depth, multimodal instruction

Teach word-learning strategies to help students

independently figure out the meaning of words. Teach word—learmng strategles

Institute of
Education Sciences



IES :“Il/‘ Institute of

’/II\\\ Education Sciences




The value of direct instruction

The goal of instruction is
for students to
understand how a word is
typically used—an

understanding that goes
well beyond memorizing
definitions or learning
about word meaningsin a
very shallow way.

This can be achieved by
providing students
opportunities to
experience new
vocabulary in multiple
ways, making them an
integral part of
students’...

/TN

.listening

..speaking

...reading

..Writing
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Dictionary definitions vs. usable word knowledge

crying out noisily

‘“vociferous”

People who are vociferous
speak with determination

because they want their views
and beliefs to be heard.
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both characterizations are underinformative in that they do not convey the range of uses of the word—but giving it in a sentence raises questions about that and suggests salient connotations, as opposed to a definition that feels flat and ‘objective’


Introducing target words with direct instruction
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Key activities for direct, multimodal instruction

How do we help students gain a deeper understanding of target words?

Provide student-
friendly definitions
of the target
academic words
and apply these
definitions to the
context of the text.

Explicitly clarify
and reinforce the
definitions using

examples, non-

examples, and
concrete
representations.

Provide
opportunities for
students to
respond to
guestions where
they show their
understanding of
subtle differences
in usage and
meaning.

Facilitate
structured
discussions to
increase
opportunities for
students to talk
about academic
words.

Require students
to use the target
academic words in
their writing
activities.

Engage students in
activities that will
increase exposure
to and experiences
with the word.
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Tip #1: Give student-friendly definitions

Provide digestible target-word definitions
that are anchored 1n the target text.

exhibit: a show or display that is meant for a lot
of people to see

Anchor this definition by drawing students’
attention to locations in the text where the
word is used:

When you walk into a zoo today, the
exhibits look different than they
used to look years ago. Before the
1960s, zoos had cages with tile
walls and floors. Now, animals in
z0oos live in more natural
environments. For example, instead
of enormous gorillas pacing back
and forth in cramped cement areas,
they play on soft grass and nap in
trees. Before, large birds lived in
small cages. Now, zoos have large
exhibits where birds can stretch their
wings and soar from tree to tree.
According to zoo design expert Jon
C. Coe, these changes often have a
positive impact on animals’ health
and happiness.
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Tip #2: Clarity and reinforce definitions

Clarify and reinforce the definitions Definition

using examples, non-examples, and Something that i
concrete representations.

very large in size

Examples of uses can span content areas, s"“;j':"" "‘"'5':“";;'“5
and students can brainstorm together. Gigantic Enormous Little
Very large / \ Tiny
. . Examples Non-examples
Graphic organizers can help students see Dinasaur Ant
relationships among words they know: Skyscraper Baby
Cruise ship Fly
Airplane
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you can also use these to formatively assess


Tip #2: Clarity and reinforce definitions

impact

impacto

* Where possible, use visual
depictions to convey concrete

representations of target words | \ One-to-one

Bonibardear +— translation,
T especially

Striking visual > with
exemplar of —— cognates
meaning i
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* Word cards can help ground new
word learning in easy-to-recognize
and easy-to-recall formats
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materials from Word Generation


Glossaries: Collecting words

e (@Glossaries can be both:

* A quick reference for reminders of word meanings.

* A place to enrich and extend understanding and
application of new words.

* Useful glossary features may include...
* Definition(s).
* Synonyms and antonyms.
* Meaning webs.
e Sample sentence(s).
* Conversational exercises.
* Multimodal exercises (such as drawing).
* Translations.

impact bombard

Definition (noun) an effect (verb) to keep sending or

vert flect transmitting large amounts
@ %0 have an on of something; to attack

Sample Sentence |want to be a doctor so I know you're all sick of me
that | can have a positive bombarding you with my
impact in the community.  so-called “recycling

mumbo-jumbo.”

Another Example Being bilingual has an My little brother was
impact on the way people  bombarding my mother
see the world. with requests for a new

puppy!

Turn and Talk Who has had the greatest  Describe one of the

impact on your life? messages that television
an has bombarded you with.

Choose a picture Which of these headlines ~ Which of these could
could have a big impact on bombard you with noises?

transmit

(verb) to give to someone
or to pass on something

So what are some other
values that have been
transmitted to you guys?

Our teacher is transmitting

his beliefs about the value
of exercise and healthy
eating.

If you were a parent, what
is one value you'd like to
transmit to your children?
Why?

Which of these signs is
trying to transmit a value?

Saving energy
can save the

=

Homework

assignments are
due tomorrow!
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Tip #3: Elicit evidence of understanding

Provide opportunities for students to
respond to questions where they show
their understanding of subtle differences
in usage and meaning.

Generate open-ended questions

and invite discussion about new

words to explore incomplete or
mistaken understandings.

Acknowledge and explore words
with multiple meanings through
simple but illuminating exercises:

\ J. i
J 3 \Y %
R . |
sl
— ~ ==

2 —|
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Definitions for the word exhibit

1. The exhibit we saw at the zoo really helped us understand how animals play together.
2. After coming back from our trip to the zoo, some of us exhibited anger and sadness at
the way that animals were being treated.

Question: Which definition goes with each sentence? Explain why.

Exhibit: to show or express feelings
Exhibit: a show or display that is meant for a lot of people to see

Institute of
Education Sciences
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https://effectivechildtherapy.org/therapies/what-is-interpersonal-psychotherapy/elementary-age-kids-talking-to-counselor-during-group-therapy-session/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

Tip #4: Facilitate structured discussions

Facilitate structured discussions to increase
opportunities for students to use academic words.

Invite conversations about issues raised by the target
text that do not have a right or wrong answer.

e Students can practice argumentation skills while
using target vocabulary words.

Students can also recount personal experiences related
to the words.

e Ask them to describe an exhibit they visited, to the
class or in pairs or small groups.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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formative assessment

https://www.flickr.com/photos/usaghumphreys/7891609948
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

Tip #5: Require new words 1n writing activities

Require students to use the * Activities can vary in length, formality,

target academic words in their sociality:
writing activities. * Which exhibit was your favorite the last
time you visited the zoo? Why?
Writing activities should vary in * Write a letter to your pen-pal about the
length and specificity vs. open- ith
erdedness. enormous snowman you made wit
your family.

* Write and act out a scene with your
LERSILIET BEL A SRS 1D wilie partner to teach your classmates one
brief reflections on target texts or

following pair-and-shares to way to protect the environment.
practice using new words.
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Tip #6: Engage students to increase exposure

Engage students in activities
that will increase exposure to

and experiences with the word. Catch the False Don’t stress

Word sort

differences friends

Using words in fun activities like o p N B N P N
charades, sketching, and drawing Create index Present Ask students to .
. ; cards with cognates that identify false Draw attention to
can hel P InCrease students cognates and ha;'et ts ome cognates. Do dc.iqunatis \tzv1th
. — — etter — — different stress,
comfort with new vocabulary. have students differences and they share any intonation, and
find and match aspects of
have students . accent patterns.
them. circle them meaning?
\ J . J . J .
) 4 N 4 N\ 4
0 . globe # globo
Experlences Wlth Words can be family—familia immigrant— (balloon) animal vs. a-ni-MAL
fostered in writing, speech, and o migante o« o capacty v copoct
. — ) — protouna— — (success, —
rea d In g' con;agl.ous— profundo embarrassed # pharmacy vs. far-MA-
contagioso aquatic—acudtico embarazada cia
(pregnant)
\ J . J . J . J
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Two approaches to teaching vocabulary
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Direct instruction Word-learning strategies
Teachers lead interactions with students to Teachers support students in engaging in self-
acquaint them with new vocabulary, helping directed activities to increase familiarity with,
them practice saying, reading, and spelling exposure to, and depth of understanding of new
unfamiliar words. vocabulary.
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2A. Teaching vocabulary through direct instruction: Key takeaways

v" English learner students benefit from effective word-teaching techniques that are
applicable to the whole class.

v’ Recruiting students’ home languages—cognates and translation equivalents—iframes
their emerging bilingualism as a resource.

v" Introducing and having students practice using words in multiple modalities fosters
flexibility and confidence so they can master vocabulary and content.

R\J
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For more information

Check out the key resource this presentation Part 1 (on selecting texts and target words) and REL Southwest has compiled a rich repository
draws on: 3 (on word-learning strategies) can be accessed of materials and guides you can draw from in
HERE. your collaboration teams. Visit, browse, and
* 2014 What Works Clearinghouse Practice download at THIS.WEBSITE.
Guide
Institute of
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If you would like more information about this training project or about particular topics discussed in this tutorial, please visit READ. 
Keep the module playing for a sample lesson using cognates.


https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/19
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